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' Another crash case ends
~ with $3.3 million award

By Hugh Clark
- - ApVERTESER PG ISLAKD Bureal

' HILO, Hawait — A Big Island
jury has awarded $3.3 million in
damages for & 1598 fata] sutomo-

; pile crash on Saddle Road.

:;. It is the second multimillion-
dollarjudgrmntmahﬁﬁc—reiat

*bd case on the Big Island in less
" them two weeks.

On Dec. 14, Judge Riki Mﬂ}r
.. Amano awarded Castro
- » and his family $3.3 million for a
1588 one-car wreck that largely
<. - 'was attributed to the state’s negli-
= pent design and upkeep of the
" Kea'au-Pahoa Highway,
.. In tiwe latest trial, jurors were
- . asked to decide who was cespon-
- .- gible for the poor condition of
tainous highway that runs be-
tween Mauna Loa and Mauna
. -Kea, linking Hilo and Kona. '
Tuﬁday‘s verdict did not pro-
" “videa clear answer to
- - that question, since the state was
-found 39 percent liable for the
‘March 2, 1938, crash that kitled
: DmmMmm,SS,whﬂetheum
: jt;rmfmmﬂtlﬂpercenrhahlt
.'~I: The remaining blame was as-
- sessed to Morita, & state fire lou-
-tenant wha was on his way to
-work at Kona's Kedhole Airport
Wwhen his Mercury staton wagon
‘mlhded with a Pontiac Sunfire
dﬂven by Joha Gallagher, a
- ‘painter working at the Gernini
« ;.observatory near Mauna Kea's
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summit. The ¢rash oconarred at
the 33-mile marker of the 54-mile
higtrweay where a dip in the road
obscures drivers’ view.

Galiagher suffered chest and
kidney injuries but survived.

Bersuse Morita was found 2]
percent ihle for the crash,
the full $4.2 million judgment
was reduced to $3.3 million. Of
that amount, Gallagher will re-
ceive $923,115, with the remain-
der going to Morita's family.

The fate of Saddle Road, builf
during Waorld War II, has been
debated since 1968, when the
state was supposed to take it
over. More recently, ULS. Sen.
Daniel Inouye sought more than
$100 million to make permanent
repairs $o the road,

After Morita™s death, the coune
ty installed road striping and

signs.
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